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COMMENTS OF SPRINT

Sprint communications Company L.P. ("Sprint") herein

offers its Comments in response to the Petition for

Rulemaking filed by MCI Telecommunications Corporation

("MCI) on June 2, 1992.

MCI requests that the Commission initiate a rulemaking

proceeding to require all cellular licensees to interconnect

with interexchange carriers via "uniform, nationwide

cellular equal access policies and procedures" (MCI Petition

for Rulemaking at 1). Sprint supports initiation of a

rUlemaking proceeding in which the Commission can evaluate

the complex legal and technical issues presented.

The process for phased-in equal access to the

interconnection facilities of the Bell Operating Companies

("BOCs") was established in the u.S. District Court's

("Court's") judgement affirming the proposed antitrust

consent decree, u.S. v. Western Electric, 552 F. Supp. 131

(1982) at 232 (Appendix B). The Court has explained that

"[t]he requirement that equal access be provided to all

interexchange carriers is one of the key components of the
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decree," u.s. v. Western Electric Company, 698 F.Supp 348,

368 (1988).

The equal access implementation process has been a

fundamental precondition to development of competition in

the interexchange market. Sprint owes much of its success

in the market to the equal access requirement and is keenly

aware of its importance.

It is Sprint's position that equal access should be

required for cellular unless there are practical or

technological impediments which would render such

requirement contrary to the public interest. The Commission

may determine that cellular equal access may have to be

"phased-in" over a period of several years, that cellular

equal access cannot be implemented ubiquitously at the

present time, or event that cellular equal access

implementation should be delayed in its entirety. However,

these issues, no matter what their resolution, do not

militate against MCI's proposed rUlemaking. Plainly, MCI

has shown enough so that such rulemaking should go forward.

Respectfully submitted,
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